
Girders look a bit like over-
sized horizontal t-beams.
They form a solid foundation
for magnets that will later
direct the electron beam of
PETRA III. In order to gener-
ate extremely brilliant X-ray
light, the cross section of the
electron beam must not ex-
ceed the size of a hair. This
requires special adjustment
and stabilization specifica-
tions for magnets and foun-
dations. Thus, the magnet
axes have to be accurately
positioned to each other to a
precision of 50 micrometers,
i.e. a twentieth of a millime-
ter. The slightest vibration,
the smallest displacement or
temperature difference al-
ready cause significant
disturbances.
Therefore, until the beginning
of December, the new girder
system has undergone exten-
sive stability tests. The re-
sults confirmed that the new
construction and assembly
concept developed at DESY
works. The installation of

single girders in building 26
will start in spring. In about
four weeks, the dipoles,
quadrupoles and other com-
ponents will be pre-installed
on a girder. Later, in the air-
conditioned experimental
hall, they will be fine-tuned.
A laser tracker measures the
magnet axes accurately to
25 micrometers, and then the
magnets on the girder are
fixed with epoxy resin. Gluing
the magnets to the girders
means they don’t shift when

the girder is moved into its
final position. The total ad-
justment of the girder takes
less than a half day. 
In case the girder has to be
readjusted, due to a lowering
of the foundations, a high-
precision water level gauge
will detect this immediately.
The so-called micromovers
are even able to compensa-
te horizontal and vertical
displacements of the girder
during operation of PETRA III.  

(she)

On its last meeting, the
Administrative Council not
only took some important
staffing decisions (as we
reported, Reinhard Brink-
mann becomes new director
of the M division, and
Christian Scherf stays in
office for another five years).
The Council also assessed

the cash flows of PETRA III
and XFEL—with positive
outcome: the project risks
are known and controllable,
and all the milestones will
be reach. The seven-mem-
ber controlling commission
also considered the
Technology Transfer (TT)
department, whose strategy

was widely appreciated. As
the interface to industry,
DESY-TT realizes the poten-
tial economic added value
of basic research by means
of cooperations, licenses or
research collaborations with
interested companies. The
Council also approved the
budget 2007.              (she)

HASYLAB and XFEL
This year's HASYLAB users’ mee-
ting will take place on January 26.
Open lectures will begin at 9 h in
the auditorium, the poster session
follows at 15 h in the Reemtsma
hall. The first XFEL users’ meeting
will take place on January 24/25.

PETRA III selects
Milestone for PETRA III: The call for
bids for the experimental hall and
the annex is over. The bids will be
evaluated and the building contract
placing is planned for the end of
January.

Computing Seminar 
Starting on January 15, the weekly
DESY Computing Seminar will
continue. Every Monday at 16 h in
seminar room 3, you will be informed
about grid, networks and X-Win.
Guests are highly welcome. 
Info: www.desy.de/dvsem

Night of Knowledge 
The second Night of Knowledge in
Hamburg will take place on June 9,
2007. Until late at night educational
and research institutes from the
region will present themselves,
among them DESY. Any ideas?
Contact PR!

����������

Strong Shoulders for PETRA III
New girder concept will give stability to the beam position

Adjustment of a girder per laser (at left)

Plan of Action for 2007
Administrative Council set the course for the coming year

01/2007

Welcome to the brand-new
year 2007. I hope you have
spent some recreative days
and started the year well and
in good health.
After my retrospect in Decem-
ber, today I would like to look
ahead. The year 2007 will
probably go down in DESY
history as the year of major
events, among others the
end of HERA operation and
the beginning of construction
of PETRA III and XFEL. All
these events must be
launched adequately, which
also means in an attractive
way for the public:
In January, there will be a
meeting of the future XFEL
users for the first time, inde-
pendent of the yearly
HASYLAB users’ meeting.
End of May is the beginning
of the International Linear
Collider Workshop (30 May -
4 June).
In the first half of 2007 Ger-
many takes over the Presi-
dency of the European Coun-
cil. Since research and sci-
ence will be main topics, this
year’s European Conference
for Research Infrastructures
(ECRI) will take place in
Hamburg, including at DESY
(5 - 7 June).
Expected participants are the
European research ministers
and the EU Commissioner
Potocnic. 
On this occasion Minister
Schavan, together with her
colleagues, plans to lay the
XFEL foundation stone.
(Continues on the reverse side) 
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Sounds familiar? The new
year has begun, the holi-
days are over, and you ask
yourself: where do I leave
my Christmas tree?
In Sweden, people allegedly
throw it out of the window;
in the Caribbean, the plastic
tree is stored away until next
Christmas; in Germany, how-
ever, a million Christmas
trees have to enter the pro-
per disposal cycle.
Whatever you do with your
tree, one thing is impossible:
taking it to DESY and thro-
wing it into one of the con-
tainers. Dumping any kind of
private waste at DESY is
strictly forbidden. This should
really go without saying.
Nevertheless, it has happen-
ed several times in the past.
As a circular sent in Decem-
ber also pointed out, this ban
is valid for all DESY em-
ployees, guests and exter-
nal companies. Anyone who
continues to dump private
waste at DESY risks a war-

ning or even a ban for ente-
ring the DESY site.
There are a few exceptions,
however: the recycling con-
tainers for clothing, paper
and glass at the DESY petrol
station, and the collecting
point for corks at the central
store. So here's where you
can get rid of the champagne
corks from the New Year’s
Eve party. 
There are good reasons for
the ban on private waste dis-
posal. The costs for waste
pickup are exploding; cur-
rently they amount to approx.
200,000 Euros per year.

There’s also the
problem of dum-
ping the wrong
waste in the wrong
container. This
caused a fire in a
container in June
2006—the material
in the container ig-
nited spontaneous-
ly because the
wrong things were

mixed together. 
Thus, a reasonable waste
separation is also important
for DESY. If you have waste
that was produced at work
you can find appropriate
containers on the DESY site.
In case you are not sure how
to dispose of waste profes-
sionally and where to find the
corresponding containers,
please ask the “security and
environmental protection”
department D5.
And your Christmas tree
should be dumped at the
nearest public tree collec-
ting point.                     (tz)

Scientific cooperation bet-
ween the European Synchro-
tron Radiation Facility (ESRF)
in Grenoble and DESY has
tradition. A novelty is the
collaboration in the field of
professional development:
Since 2006, finished trainees
of all branches have the
opportunity to breathe some
mointain air, learn different
work routines and brush up
their French. In short: they
can spend a year working
at the lightsource ESRF. 

Anja Sandmann,
former trainee of
the Zeuthen me-
chanical works-
hop, is the pio-
neer. Since June
last year, she has
been working at
the synchrotron
radiation facility
in France. There
is no doubt that
she has the re-
quired qualifica-
tions for this em-

ployment abroad. In 2004
she was awarded by the
Cottbus chamber of com-
merce and industry as best
of the year of the industrial
mechanics trainees.
The opportunity to work a-
broad for one year is a uni-
que chance for those who
have recently completed
their training and would like
to acquire additional qualifi-
cations and gather valuable
work experience abroad.       

(ub)

Where to Get Rid of the Christmas Tree?
No dumping private waste at DESY

Bonne chance et à bientôt
Former DESY trainees get the chance to gain experience abroad for one year
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Also this year DESY will take
part in the Night of Know-
ledge, organized under the
patronage of the Hamburg
Science and Research Autho-
rity. Berlin will celebrate sci-
ence on the same date 
(9 June).
On June 30, 15 successful
years of HERA will come to
an end. The most important
scientific results will be cele-
brated in a colloquium (date
is not yet fixed). The NDR
broadcasting corporation and
the “Hamburger Abendblatt”
newspaper are planning a
science forum on the future
of particle physics at DESY.
The PETRA remodeling will
start on the following Monday,
July 2. We are planning a
ceremony to mark the laying
of the foundation stone. 

As you can see, we have a
lot of plans—and this only in
the first half of the year. Let’s
roll up our sleeves.

Sincerely yours,
Albrecht Wagner
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Apart from tasks in the mechanical workshop the
young colleague also carries out assembly jobs.

After the fire-fighting operations: fire damage
at the compactor near Building 3
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