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Finishing Touches
The general contractor has handed over the PETRA III experimental hall to DESY

After approximately nine months of con-

struction time, work on the PETRA III 

experimental hall fi nished according to 

the schedule almost to the week. On 

Monday 7 April the construction com-

pany Ed. Züblin AG handed over the 

structurally complete hall to DESY. “This 

has been a very good performance with 

regard to this building complex with its 

special requirements and size,” said 

Rainer Heuer, DESY civil engineer, 

acknow ledging the work of the general 

contractor. Members of the MKK divi-

sion still used the morning to check 

whether the fi ttings for light, air ducts, 

cable racks and pipe brackets were at 

their right places. The ground plate, the 

most important component, had already 

passed the test. After a thorough check, 

Silke Pförtner, project manager from  

Züblin, delivered the completion certi fi  cate 

to Lindemar Hänisch, head of DESY’s 

construction division ZBAU. From now 

on the DESY groups are  responsible for 

completing the interior. 

Construction work had offi cially begun 

on 2 July 2007, after the shutdown of 

HERA. However, the old facilities had 

to be removed beforehand. The fi rst 

stage, laying the foundation stone, was 

reached on 14 September. It was fol-

lowed by the topping-out ceremony in 

November and the construction of the 

single-slab one-metre ground plate in 

December.

Construction followed an ambitious 

schedule and despite of short-term plan 

changes, the date of completion was 

kept. For example, the shallow founda-

tions were modifi ed due to extreme rain-

fall and complicated ground conditions. 

Moreover, the tubular cased piles, used 

for the fi rst time, had to be optimised 

during the construction phase. 

The ground plate had been a special 

challenge. The extremely sophisticated 

goal: At a length of 10 metres the differ-

ence in level should not exceed 4 milli-

metres. In the end, the surface received 

a fi nishing touch. Previously, surveyors 

had meticulously registered the tini-

est unevenness on every single of the 

around 6700 square meters. Bumps 

were bevelled, dents fi lled with priming 

material until everything was plain and 

even. Finally, the area was sealed with 

an epoxy resin layer. Soon the plate will 

have to bear a lot of weight. The massive 

shielding blocks for the beam tunnel will 

be put in place because the PETRA ring 

has to be closed again. 

The offi ce areas and laboratories, the 

transformers, the air conditioning and 

the frontage still have to be completed. 

These works will go on until 30 June,   

the end of construction date for the 

whole complex including the outside   

facilities. (she)

Bumps on the ground plate‘s surface before (1) and after (2) bevelling

Photo Exhibition: The PETRA III Ground Plate

It was a spectacular event: For three days and two nights, 

850 lorries continuously delivered concrete for the ground 

plate of the PETRA III hall. A photo exhibition will now 

document this logistical and constructional masterpiece. 

For safety reasons unauthorised access to the building 

site was not possible at the time, but you can now see 

the highlights at a photo exhibition in the foyer, building 

1, from 13 to 30 May. The exhibition will go to Zeuthen 

afterwards.

Official handover of the experimental hall
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER

Since January 2008, Joachim Mnich acts 

as deputy for research director Rolf 

Heuer while the future Director General 

of CERN is away from his offi ce. After 

100 days in offi ce it is time to take 

stock.

What does a deputy director do?

First of all: I am not a director but the 

personal deputy of Rolf Heuer. Our work-

sharing goes very smoothly. Without 

being a director I now have a vote in 

the directorate, because three votes are 

needed as a minimum for making deci-

sions.  

 

How do you share your work?

I am responsible for “internal tasks”. 

DESY is looking at almost 

50 years as a successful re-

search centre and a very good 

reputation around the world. 

However, a reputation alone 

is not enough to secure our 

future in the competition for 

awareness and funding. Top-

level research needs clear, 

straightforward communica-

tion and a clearly iden ti fi able 

sender.

DESY has launched a corpo-

rate design to meet exactly 

these goals. The corporate 

design gives our research 

centre a uniform outward and 

I take care of the particle physics divi-

sion, sign orders, and things like that. 

Rolf Heuer continues to represent DESY 

externally, for example he talks to politi-

cians or signs EU agreements. We are 

both aware of our respective tasks and 

we synchronise with each other to keep 

the particle physics division going.  

 

What are your conclusions so far?

Financing was one of the main topics 

that dominated my fi rst weeks. For me, 

a central issue are the current prepara-

tions for the coming 2010 – 2014 period 

of funding. Our future research pro-

gramme has to be drafted until mid-

May. Therefore, Rolf and I are closely 

collaborating with our scientists.  

inward appearance. All the 

stationery, business cards 

and brochures now have the 

same style, giving it all a clear 

and recognisable image. Our 

ageing internet presence is 

currently being refurbished 

to the same effect.

The corporate design is sup-

posed to represent DESY’s 

unique qualities in research. 

We distinguish ourselves for 

being dedicated, coopera-

tive and permanently doing 

something new at the same 

time. As a centre for basic re-

search with large accelerators, 

which we have planned, built 

and operated for years, we 

are the marathon runners of 

science – always alert to see 

something unexpected in our 

experiments. We collaborate 

with research centres all over 

the world. 

The fact that we use our facili-

ties together with 3000 scien-

tists from 45 nations every 

year emphasises our motto: 

“DESY – insight starts here”

Scientifi c posters, stationery 

and business cards are now 

available in the new design, 

and I would like to ask you to 

use them consistently.  With 

this, you show that you are a 

member of one of the most 

renowned research centres, 

and at the same time you 

contribute to make DESY 

present among our research 

partners and in public. 

 

Yours, 

Albrecht Wagner

What are your goals?

We want to coordinate the research 

programme together with the Helmholtz 

Association and the Physics Research 

Committee PRC in order to be able to 

present a successful proposal at the 

end of November. This is our top prior-

ity, because it will determine the future of 

particle physics from 2010 to 2014 and 

of DESY as a leading particle physics 

centre within the Helmholtz Association.  

Who is now doing your former job?  

The administration of the CMS group at 

DESY is no job you do in your free time. 

It is now under dual leadership from 

Kerstin Borras and Wolf ram Zeuner. (she)

100 Days in Offi ce
Interview with Joachim Mnich

Joachim Mnich

º 1987 PhD at RWTH Aachen

º 1988 - 1994 at L3 experiment at CERN

º 1995 Habilitation at RWTH Aachen

º 1995 - 1999 CERN staff member 

º 2000 - 2004 Professor at RWTH Aachen

º Since 2005 Leading Scientist at DESY Hamburg

º 2006 - 2007 Leader of the DESY CMS group

º Since January 2008 personal deputy of the

    DESY Research Director for Particle Physics

    and Astroparticle Physics
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When the planned International Linear 

Collider (ILC) starts up two state-of-

the-art detectors will occupy the site 

where the electrons collide with their 

anti particles, the positrons. Already now, 

research and development work is un-

derway around the world to make sure 

that the detectors will meet the project’s 

high requirements. The EUDET project 

(Detector R&D towards the Interna ti-

onal Linear Collider), supported by the 

EU and coordinated by DESY, helps 

to make sure that this work is done 

smoothly and effi ciently by providing re-

search infrastructures. 

The project started at the beginning of 

2006 and will continue until the end of 

2009. At mid-term, the scientists can   

already present a number of good re-

sults. One of these is the “telescope”, 

which helps to check the measuring   

accuracy of detector prototypes, others 

are test beam coordination, readout 

electronics and a universal software 

package. Another important result is 

that EUDET helped the European insti-

tutes to improve their networking and to 

collaborate more effi ciently.

Altogether, 31 European institutes from 

twelve countries work on the project. 

There are also 24 associated institutes 

from all over the world. EUDET has a to-

tal budget of more than 21 million Euros, 

one third of it funded by the EU. (baw)  

DESY’s EU Projects 

EUDET

Members of the Physics Research Committee with chair Young-Kee Kim (first row 2.f.l.) and Rolf Heuer (first row 3.f.l.)

Particle physicists are very much in-

terlinked within their community. They 

like to present their projects to critical 

colleagues and seek their advice. The 

Physics Research Committee, PRC in 

short, is a group of twelve renowned 

worldwide experts who counsel DESY in 

scientifi c questions of particle and astro-

physics. They meet twice a year and 

review the progress of current and up-

coming projects. The open sessions are 

a good opportunity for DESY staff to get 

information about the current particle 

physics at DESY. The latest PRC meet-

ing on 1 and 2 April mainly dealt with 

the preparation of the next programme-

oriented funding period in the Helmholtz 

Association. Applications for the fi ve-

year period starting in 2010 have to be 

submitted until the end of the year. 

Concerning scientifi c topics, the PRC 

members were very pleased about the 

latest HERA results, especially for re-

sults from data from the end phase of 

HERA, when the accelerator operated at 

low proton energies and the combined 

data from H1 and ZEUS. Both make it 

possible to specify the energy and im-

pulse distribution of proton collisions in 

unprecedented accuracy. 

The Antarctic IceCube project also won 

praise. With 18 strings equipped with 

light sensors, deployed in the ice this 

season, half of the neutrino telescope is 

complete. The idea is to couple it later 

with a newly built Cherenkov Telescope 

Array (CTA), a fi eld of radio telescopes,  

thus exploring the universe with different 

methods. 

Naturally there also were reports on 

other projects like ALPS, LHC and ILC, 

and on developments in the Helmholtz 

Alliance. All open-session talks can be 

viewed on the PRC homepage. (tz) 

www.eudet.org

INFO

MAC- and PSC Meeting

The committees corresponding to the PRC in DESY’s 

other fi elds of research, the Machine Advisory Committee 

MAC for accelerators and the Photon Science Committee 

PSC for photon science, will meet on 8 and 9 May at 

DESY, but only in closed sessions.

PRC homepage 

http://prc.desy.de

INFO

Further Training with IT

Check the IT training website for new offers for May and 

June, giving qualifi cation opportunities for all DESY staff 

with further training in the IT sector. You can fi nd the current 

programme at: 

http://www-it.desy.en→Services→Training

Marking Off the Course
65th Physics Research Committee meeting
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Insight starts here, with all of us
DESY has a new corporate design

How would you explain to your neigh-

bour in 60 seconds what DESY is all 

about? Perhaps this way: DESY is a re-

search centre of the Helmholtz Associa-

tion. DESY has three areas of research: 

“accelerators”, “photon science” and 

“particle physics”. DESY’s new design 

has been developed on the basis of our 

identity – in short: What makes DESY 

so unique in the world? We combine 

different forces – DESY is cooperative!  

We ardently pursue our long-term goals 

– DESY is persevering! We are always 

alert and curious to gain insight in hid-

den knowledge – DESY is wide awake! 

Our main message is: Insight starts here.

Another unique thing is the DESY logo: 

the bright colour cyan will continue to 

be DESY’s corporate colour – comple-

mented by the colour orange for accen-

tuation. Wherever, at the end of a title or 

a chapter, the dot will appear in orange 

as a little accent. This also applies to 

DESY inForm. Just search for the dots.

In the future, our three areas of research 

will play a more central role in all me-

dia: on the cover of the brochures, for 

example, the area of research that is the 

subject of the brochure is highlighted in 

orange.

We have also launched our new concept 

of double catchwords (which unfortu-

nately works much better in German 

than it does in English, of course), espe-

cially for the DESY brochures: world and 

researcher make Researcher’s World, 

high and lights make High Lights. A 

short and simple descriptive sentence is 

also part of our new look. (cm)

Girls Wanted
More than fi fty tutors, over a hundred 

girls (and a few boys), many solder-

ing irons, vacuum pumps and big 

machines: this must be Girls’ Day at 

DESY in Hamburg and Zeuthen! 

Girls’ Day is an event for schoolkids 

from grades 5 to 10. It gives them an 

opportunity to gain insight into pro-

fessions and careers in technology-

and science. (baw) 

More informationen and download of 

templates (e.g. for posters) see:

http://pr.desy.de→Corporate Design

INFO

Albrecht Wagner New Chair of University Council 

In April the council of the University of Hamburg elected 

Albrecht Wagner as its new chair. Wagner now heads a 

nine-member committee that runs its second term. The 

council is mainly responsible for the strategic plans of the 

university. Apart from electing the university president and 

the chancellor, it also approves the economic plans.

DESY’s KworkQuark in a New Outfi t

DESY’s German internet portal “KworkQuark – particle 

physics for everybody!” has been relaunched in a new outfi t 

and with updated contents. Delve into the world of particle 

physics, select your curiosity level, play “Find the Stand-

ard Model” and download a book containing all this at  

http://kworkquark.desy.de


